University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

3-12-1993

Nicaraguan Government Requests Extension Of
O.a.s. Verification Commission Mandate
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Nicaraguan Government Requests Extension Of O.a.s. Verification Commission Mandate." (1993).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/8071

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 057904
ISSN: 1089-1560

Nicaraguan Government Requests Extension Of O.a.s.
Verification Commission Mandate
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, March 12, 1993
The Nicaraguan government has requested that the Organization of American States (OAS) extend
the mandate of the International Support and Verification Commission (Comision Internacional
de Apoyo y Verificacion, CIAV). Currently, CIAV's mandate which expires in June is to supervise
reintegration into civilian life of the approximately 22,000 former contras who were demobilized
in mid-1990. In addition, beginning last year, President Violeta Chamorro's administration has
repeatedly requested that CIAV personnel intervene as mediators in talks between the government
and groups of rearmed former contras. Under the new proposal, CIAV's mandate would be
expanded to include support for human rights organizations. CIAV members would also provide
consulting services to strengthen the country's judicial system. The request to extend the CIAV
mandate comes just two weeks after a brief controversy involving some CIAV personnel and
Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS) chief Gen. Humberto Ortega. In public
comments made in late February, Ortega had accused members of the CIAV of "promoting war"
in Nicaragua by encouraging demobilized contras to take up arms again. Following an emergency
meeting with CIAV director Santiago Murray, Ortega retracted his earlier statements and said
the EPS would support an extension of the CIAV mandate. Meanwhile, deputy foreign minister
Jose Pallais announced that members of the OAS's Inter-American Defense Board are scheduled
to arrive in Nicaragua April 12 in order to provide training to Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito
Popular Sandinista, EPS) troops in mine deactivation techniques. An estimated 130,000 land mines
placed along the country's northern and southern borders during the contra war of the 1980s have
never been removed. Since the end of the armed conflict almost three years ago, mine explosions
have led to a dozen deaths among campesinos, plus numerous injuries. (Sources: Agence-France
Presse, 02/24/93; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 02/24/93,
03/08/93)
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